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; Dr. Norman Hoffman
Norm Hoffman, a mental health expert who also plays jazz in
Ormond Beach, organized a group of forensic evaluators.

Counselor starts
group to train,
evaluate experts

By AUDREY PARENTE
STAFF WRITER

Mental health expert Norman
E. Hoffman of Ormond Beach
got tired of running the gauntlet
of challenges to his credentials
every time he was a court wit-
ness. He decided to do some-
thing about it.

Hoffman, who also is a jazz
musician, organized the Nation-
al Board of Forensic Evaluators,
to establish a nationally recog-
nized credential for mental
health evaluators.

Unlike TV shows that unravel
court dramas with ease, solu-
tions are not so easy in real life.
Courtsrely on expert testimony,
gathered often tediously over
time.

Forensic experts are called to
help analyze evidence and eval-
uate people. Testimony from
mental health counselors ‘is
needed in cases ramnging from
child custody and adoption to
personal injury and crime, ac-
cording to the American Coun
seling Association.

“There are no hard numbers,
butit’sagrowing area,” said Da-
vid Kaplan, chief priofessional
officer for the American Coun-
seling Association, headquar-

" tered in Alexandria, Va., with

43,000 members in the Umted
States and 50 countries. :

Until recently, licensed coun- -

selors were on their own to es-
tablish credibility as expert

| _witnesses, Kaplan said. But

Hoffman’s. new organization
provides education and creden-
tials for mental health evalua-

| tors.

“Counselors are more and
more accepted as professionals,
and the (Natlonal Board of Fo-
rensic Evaluators!) certification
is a very solid credential that is
endorsed by the ACA,” Kaplan

said, He explained 'that behind:

the credentidl “is excellent
training in gathering informa-

| tion, doing examinations, pre-

senting information and giving

| courtroom testimony 1n an un-
‘biased manner.” "~

Hoffman, a hcensed ‘mental

health counselor for 42 years,.

saw the need for a credentials

_ boardafew yearsago.

“I have been doing these

ol (mental health) evaluations

sincethe 1970s -
Mental Health
f outpatient, se;

SII)JEce Iwas the

Hoﬁ“man spent two years as a

traveling jazz musician after he
graduated from high school,

thenearned bachelor s.and mas-
ter’s degrees in music and doc-

torates in education and

pastoral psychology ;

He worked in marriage and
family counseling, and also with
hypnosis. He also became a cer-

i oes in Nanti-
| coke, Pa"’sa1dHofﬁnan :

Department of
Children & and
Families Bat-
terer’s Inter-
vention
Program.

“TI would eval-
uate both sides
(of a case) and
make recom-
mendations. [ was doing one or
two a week,” Hoffman said.
“But when I got out into the pri-
vate sector, I had to prove my-
self every time, and they asked
for my credentials. I had to go
through it in court over and
over again.”

In 2003, he decided to create a
standard and establish an advi-
sory board to assist in training
and certification that cour ts
could rely upon.

-“We set up rigorous standards
that nobody would ever deny
and developed a process, a writ-
ten exam and set up an advisory
board from all over the country
and Canada, -including licensed
psychiatrists and psychologists
on theboard,” Hoffman said.

Doctors and lawyers also are

HOFFMAN

on the board. The Web site is

www.nbfe.net,

Mark Hamilton; executive di-
réctor of the American Mental
Health Counselors, said his or-
ganization offers programs and
materials for thousands of mem-
bers in 30 chapters across the
United States. ;

““This (National Board of Fo-

- rensic Evaluators) program is

new for us," Hamilton said, :
“Qur members are called into
court 1nv01v1ng their clients
and cases to give testimony, and
this program guides them
through the maze of the law,” he

.said. “Itgives ‘them' expertise on
* How to be effectwe in the court-

room.”

{ Hoffman said the program has

aceepted 150 licensed mental -
health professmnals as cand1
dates.

To date, 13 credentlals have

‘been issued. The credential
- must be renewed every two
years.

When Hoffman isn’t assessing

_ chents or training other profes-

sionals, he’s playmg jazz on his

Lkeyboard He joins a trio of area
musicians who perform the last

Thursday each ‘month at
Mario’s Restaurant, 521 S.
Yonge St., OrmendBeach




